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PALESTINIAN UNILATERAL 

DECLARATION OF STATEHOOD 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2012 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, the Palestinian 
leadership’s decision to seek status as a non- 
member observer state in the United Nations 
General Assembly is a reckless and dan-
gerous move. The General Assembly’s vote to 
approve this gambit is a new low point for the 
institution. 

I commend President Obama for his unwav-
ering stance opposing the Palestinian motion 
and the tireless efforts by this Administration 
to try and avert today’s outcome. 

No country has done more than the United 
States to advance the true cause of Pales-
tinian statehood. No one has done more to 
undermine that goal than the Palestinians 
themselves. 

Time and again the Palestinian leadership 
has chosen empty slogans over substantive 
achievements. These attempted short cuts 
have shortchanged the Palestinian people who 
aspire to achieve genuine statehood with the 
political, economic and social infrastructure to 
support a stable, functioning democracy. 

Today’s vote undermines the key principle 
of mutual recognition that has been the foun-
dation of a generation of diplomacy and suc-
cessive Security Council resolutions con-
cerning the peace process. It threatens to fur-
ther derail a U.N. system already struggling 
under the weight of an unrelenting Palestinian 
agenda to attack Israel in the U.N. Human 
Rights Council and the U.N. Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization. We now 
must consider the irreversible damage that 
could be wrought by irresponsible action in the 
World Health Organization, the International 
Court of Justice or the International Criminal 
Court. 

This maneuver will also make it more dif-
ficult for the United States to constructively en-
gage the Palestinian leadership and chart a 
productive path ahead. 

At this uncertain time, the one thing that is 
abundantly clear is that the United States is 
committed to standing with Israel. We will con-
tinue to do all we can to maintain stability and 
security as we navigate the way forward. 
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HONORING JANET ORCHARD 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2012 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, 
along with my colleague, Congressman MIKE 
THOMPSON, to acknowledge and honor Janet 
Orchard’s record of public service upon her re-
tirement from the Cotati City Council. 

Ms. Orchard was first elected to the Council 
in 2002, re-elected in 2004 and 2008 and 
served as Mayor in 2002, 2006, and 2011. 

During her tenure, the Council adopted the 
city’s mobile home rent stabilization ordinance 
and formula-based fast food ordinances, and 
approved Cotati’s first medical marijuana dis-
pensary. She was also instrumental in helping 
shape the downtown area through her advo-

cacy for the city’s Downtown Specific Plan, the 
Cotati Arts Project and the establishment of 
the Cotati Historical Society Museum. 

Ms. Orchard conducted all of the research 
needed to secure the adoption of a living 
wage ordinance, ensuring that all city employ-
ees would receive adequate pay, and was in-
strumental in the adoption of a policy allowing 
Cotati to recognize the Mexican Matricula as a 
form of identification. 

Her most enduring legacy is the creation of 
Falleti Park in downtown Cotati. Slated for 
high density housing development, Ms. Or-
chard worked with the property owners and 
the County Open Space District to save the 
parcel as a reminder of the city’s rural herit-
age. 

Along with these accomplishments, Ms. Or-
chard represented the city on the Sonoma 
County Mayors and Councilmembers Associa-
tion Legislative Committee, chaired the Citi-
zens Advisory Committee of the Sonoma 
County Agricultural Preservation and Open 
Space District, served as a Director of the 
North Bay Watershed Association and as liai-
son to the Association of Housing, Community 
and Economic Development Policy Com-
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker, although Ms. Orchard is retir-
ing from the Cotati City Council, we are con-
fident that she will continue to be an active 
participant in civil life in her community. Ac-
cordingly, it is both fitting and proper that we 
acknowledge her today. 
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TRIBUTE TO GIANLUCA 
ARCANGIOLI 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2012 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Mr. Gianluca Arcangioli for 
his years of dedicated service in defending 
civil liberty, both domestically and abroad. Mr. 
Arcangioli has consistently demonstrated both 
bravery and intelligence in the face of crisis. 

Born in Naples, Italy, Gianluca received offi-
cer training in 1993 and served as an Italian 
police officer until transferring to Kosovo 
where he would be awarded a medal for 
peace keeping. Following his completion in 
Kosovo, Gianluca Arcangioli moved to the 
U.S. and served as a police officer at the Con-
sulate General of Italy in the cities of Philadel-
phia and New York City. 

Gianluca Arcangioli has displayed his com-
mendable abilities on several occasions, in-
cluding his effort in handling the Hudson River 
tragedy in New York on August 8, 2009. Offi-
cer Arcangioli was praised for his effort and 
high standards on a professional and human 
level as well as his exceptional support given 
to diplomats, friends, and family of the victims. 
Most recently, Mr. Arcangioli exhibited his apti-
tude by diligently dealing with the Hurricane 
Irene crisis in New York. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to 
join me in honoring Mr. Gianluca Arcangioli for 
his dedication to protecting the lives of many. 

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR RONALD O. 
LOVERIDGE 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2012 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to California and 
the City of Riverside are exceptional. River-
side has been fortunate to have dynamic and 
dedicated community leaders who willingly 
and unselfishly give their time and talent and 
make their communities a better place to live 
and work. Mayor Ronald 0. Loveridge is one 
of these individuals. At a celebration on De-
cember 4, 2012, Mayor Loveridge will be hon-
ored as he retires after 33 years of service to 
the Riverside community. 

Mayor Loveridge was born and raised in the 
Bay Area of Northern California. He received 
his Bachelor’s degree from the University of 
the Pacific and his Master’s degree and doc-
torate in political science from Stanford Uni-
versity. Mayor Loveridge has served in his 
current office since 1994, and prior to that 
served on the City Council for 15 years. Not 
only is he an outstanding public servant, he 
has taught courses in American Politics, Mass 
Media, Public Opinion, and Local Leadership 
in California at the University of California, 
Riverside since 1965. He is committed to the 
young people in the Riverside community, in-
troducing them to government through intern-
ship projects and field work. 

During his 16 years as Mayor, he has 
played a pivotal role in the political landscape 
of our community, region and state. He has 
served and chaired many boards at the com-
munity, regional, state, and national levels. 
The Mayor is currently a member of the Great-
er Riverside Chambers of Commerce, Inland 
Empire Scholarship Fund Board of Directors, 
Habitat for Humanity Riverside Board of Direc-
tors, La Sierra University Foundation Board of 
Directors, and Community Foundation Advi-
sory Council. He represents the Inland region 
as a member of South Coast Air Quality Man-
agement District Board, the Southern Cali-
fornia Association of Governments Regional 
Council, March Joint Powers Authority, the In-
land Empire Economic Partnership Board of 
Directors, and the Southern California Good-
will Board of Directors. Statewide, the Mayor 
serves on the California Forward Local Gov-
ernment Task Force, California Mayor’s Edu-
cation Roundtable, the League of California 
Cities Board of Directors, and was a President 
and member of the California Air Resources 
Board as well as the past Chair and member 
of the California Assembly Fellow Program. 
He currently serves as the second Vice Presi-
dent of the National League of Cities. 

The Mayor has received many honors 
throughout his career in public service. These 
include: National Association of Regional 
Councils, Tom Bradley Award for his out-
standing leadership and commitment to im-
proving transportation and maintaining the re-
gion’s preferred quality of life; Boy Scouts of 
America, California Inland Empire Council, Mt. 
Rubidoux Division Distinguished Citizen of the 
Year Award; California Baptist University Spirit 
of Citizenship Award; American Lung Associa-
tion in recognition of his efforts to improve the 
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